MEN OF POWER
been rich, others poor. At least one is a priest. What-
ever their condition, Francis requires that they give
up all they possess if they are to be with him. It is
this challenge of all or nothing that distinguishes the
appeal of all great religious leaders.
As these eleven men go about preaching penitence
and peace and sharing the life of the poor people, they
meet various receptions. Sometimes they are jeered
as madmen and beaten and run out of town. At other
times they are welcomed and listened to with eager-
ness. Not infrequently they are near starvation. One
day the bishop of Assisi remonstrates with Francis,
saying, "Your way of living without owning anything
seems to me very harsh and difficult." Francis an-
swers : "My lord, if we possessed property we should
have need of arms for its defence, for it is the source
of quarrels and lawsuits, and the love of God and of
one's neighbor usually finds many obstacles therein;
this is why we do not desire temporal goods." A dif-
ficult argument for a bishop to answer! As the weeks
pass, and the clergy see that the people are paying more
attention to this little band of poor men following
Francis than to the church, they begin to lay plans.
Either these Franciscans must be brought within the
authority of the church or they must be outlawed as
heretics.
Meanwhile, Francis and his first followers are joy-
ously continuing their mission. They work with peas-
ants in the fields, they sleep in hay lofts or leper asy-
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